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1910      Neither Asquith nor his colleagues were ever hissed in the streets •
67 there were no demonstrations against the Government during til
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days of the King's lying-in-state and funeral, and there was no
Conservative reaction afterwards. Whether Asquith or Grey -were
wax in the hands of Isvolsky can be judged by what has been recorded
in a previous chapter, In spite of malicious rumours to the contrary,
the intimate and affectionate relations which Queen Alexandra
maintained with Asquith to the end of her life would be sufficient
disproof, if any were needed, of the suggestion that he failed in
respect or consideration for the King in the difficult circumstances
in which both were placed.
From the day when he kissed hands in 1908 until 28th April, 1910,
when he paid his farewell visit to the King, they never had more
than passing disagreements; and in his many visits to Sandringham
and Windsor he was able to keep the King's attention upon more
than affairs of State. He made a point of informing him—eiiiher
personally or through his friend Lord Knollys—of all that was
happening at home and abroad. Neither the King nor the Queen
was moved by the abuse showered upon Asquith at that time, and
if anything his position was strengthened by these attacks. It was
said of Mr. Gladstone that the enthusiasm for him always rose a
little higher than the antagonism to him. Asquith never kindled
the enthusiasm of crowds, as Mr. Gladstone did. In the same way
as legally he was more effective before a cultured tribunal than a
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jury, so his appeal was more to the respect than to the Hurrahs 1 of
his audience. But the known staunchness of his character and
sobriety of his methods secured him a steady support from quiet

